
January 4, 2022

Ms. Janet Coit
Assistant Administrator, NOAA Fisheries
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Via email: janet.coit@noaa.gov

Dear Ms. Coit:

Please accept this lett er as public comment on behalf of Florida Sportsman Magazine, 
South Atlanti c Fishing Environmentalists (SAFE), The Billfi sh Foundati on, Internati onal Game Fish 
Associati on, Yamaha Motor Corp, Contender Boats, AFTCO, Maverick Boat Group, Guy Harvey 
Ocean Foundati on, West Palm Beach Fishing Club, Wild Ocean, Hook & Tackle Clothing, 
Sailfi sh Boats, Jacksonville Bluewater Club, Gainesville Off shore Fishing Club, Stuart Rod & Reel 
Club, Bajio Sunglasses, D.O.A. Lures, Young Boats, Danco Sports Inc., Central Florida 
Off shore Associati on, Invincible Boats, Biscayne BoatWorks, Don’s Bait & Tackle, Salt Strong, and 
Engel Coolers.  

We also are writi ng on behalf of over 6,000 individual anglers who have signed the Save The 
Mahi peti ti on. (full fi le of names att ached)

We’re writi ng today regarding Atlanti c Mahi Mahi and Wahoo – Amendment 10.

Anglers remain steadfast in objecti ng to the South Atlanti c Fishery Management Council’s 
approval of Amendment 10 as writt en. The amendment now with the Secretary of Commerce 
for fi nal approval is yet to be approved.  Anglers and charter captains insist more is needed to 
insure the two species will remain available for sportf ishing, which are the backbone of the 
fi shery.  If the amendment isn’t modifi ed to reduce recreati onal bag and vessel limits and no 
approval of a commercial landing limit is included, many fear the stocks will collapse in a few 
years.  

Dolphin are an extremely important species for recreati onal fi shing, in Florida alone over 
1-million anglers pump more than 9-billion dollars into the economy annually. In fact surveys 
regularly show dolphin are the most popular catch among off shore sport fi shermen.  Downward 
trends apparent in NOAA Fisheries data for both recreati onal catches and commercial landings 
are cause for alarm. Equally concerning is NOAA’s ongoing failure to invest in a current stock 
assessment. 

Scienti sts may assume dolphin populati ons are abundant and insulated from overfi shing due 
to the fact that the species is a prolifi c spawner and widely distributed throughout tropical/
subtropical oceans. However, U.S. anglers and charterboat captains by the thousands are seeing 
a fi shery in trouble. Hundreds of public comments made on the South Atlanti c Fishery Manage-
ment Council’s public comment secti on for Amendment 10 were calling for stricter limits to the 
dolphin fi shery.

We urge you to take immediate measures to help the fi shery become more sustainable and 
provide enhanced enjoyment, recreati onal opportuniti es, travel and tourism, and long-term 
economic stability to the many citi zens and businesses that rely so strongly upon the health of 
the dolphin fi shery. These measures we feel are essenti al to achieve the best overall benefi t to 
our nati on and protect the fi shery for future generati ons and include:

• Reduce the recreati onal vessel limit for dolphinfi sh to 30 fi sh
• Create a 2,000-pound commercial trip limit
• Maintain the current 10-fi sh per angler bag limit
• Implement a 20-inch minimum for all areas it doesn’t already exist

conti nued...



The following organizati ons and corporati ons support the positi on calling for the Secretary to 
disprove Amendment 10 as writt en and provide guidance back to the SAMFC on how to amend 
the proposal.

Sincerely,

CC via email: 
• Dr. Richard Spinrad - NOAA Administrator - rick.spinrad@noaa.gov 
• Mr. Andy Strelcheck - NOAA Southeast Regional Administrator - andy.strelcheck@noaa.gov
• Mr. Rick Devictor - NOAA Southeast Regional Branch Chief - rick.devictor@noaa.gov  
• Ms. Jessica McCawley - Director of Marine Fisheries Management

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservati on - jessica.mccawley@myfwc.com
• Mr. John Carmichael - Executi ve Director - South Atlanti c Fisheries Management Council 

john.carmichael@safmc.net
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